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EICA 10 years

Gustaf Olsson[]

Professor in Industrial Automation, Lund University, Sweden
Chairman of the IWA specialist group on ICA

Instrumentation, control and automation (ICA) early became an important part of research and
development in the water and wastewater treatment industry. There have been many driving forces for
ICA, where the most apparent one is always financial. It is simply possible to save money by using O
more ICAIO

O

Already in 1973 the first international IAWPRC (now IWA) conference on ICA in water and [

wastewater treatment and transport systems was arranged in London. It was a great success and almost
250 persons met there including several researchers from Japan. The Japanese representation has been
continuously impressive during the past two decades and a half with Professor M. Hiraoka of Kyoto
University (now Professor Emeritus) as the obvious leader in the field in Japan. Since 1973 this
successful series of ICA conferences have continued every 4 years, and the 8th one in the sequence is
planned for June 2001, to take place in Sweden. It will be called the 1st IWA conference on ICA. O

O

Since 1973 | have had the privilege and pleasure to participate in each one of the ICA conferences. [

The conference arranged in Japan in 1990, with the specialist workshop in Yokohama followed by the
large Biennial conference in Kyoto, stands out in my memory for many reasons. The organisation was
perfect (as usual in Japan!), the demonstrations and plants we saw were quite impressive, and the
Japanese colleagues were fantastic hosts. At this occasion | think it is appropriate to express my deep
personal loss when Dr. K. Tsumura from Kyoto University passed away. He was truly one of the key
persons in the Japanese ICA.OI

O

Our Japanese colleagues have always been a most important part of the IWA (and previously IAWQ and
IAWPRC) ICA group. We wish to congratulate EICA for your first 10 successful years. We know that
EICA will play a significant role on the international scene to bring forward new research and new
important applications of control and automation. O

O

There are still great challenges ahead. Too many practising engineers within the environmental field still
do not recognise the potential of ICA. Thus, the educational task is important. We also need to show the
professional society successful applications and how they save resources as well as provide consistent
operation that in the long run will protect our precious environment.(]

O

From the IWA Specialist Group on ICA we wish you a most successful next decade and look forward to
more inspiring co-operation on the international scene.
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